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Tickets and Pre-Paid Parking:
michiganopera.org or 313.237.7464

At the Detroit Opera House.

FREE Opera Talk one hour prior

to performance.

Ticketsstart at just
$29

Presenting Sponsor of the
2017 Spring Opera Season

7:30PM • Saturday 7:30PM • Wednesday
April 1, 2017 April 5, 2017

7:30PM • Saturday 2:30PM • Sunday
April 8, 2017 April 9, 2017

4 Rollicking performances!

Don’t miss Puccini’s “American”
opera… a story of forbidden
love set during the Gold Rush.
One of Puccini’s greatest
orchestral scores featuring the
tune that inspired the Phantom’s
Music of the Night.

By Giacomo Puccini

The Girl of the
Golden West

Entertainment o
A look at what’s on the
horizon and who’s
having a moment

SUNDAY
■ Luke Bryan and Dierks Bentley are our hosts
for the “52nd Academy of Country Music
Awards” from Las Vegas. The performers
include CMA nominees Jason Aldean, Florida
Georgia Line, Lady Antebellum, Miranda Lam-
bert, Little Big Town, Maren Morris and more.
8 p.m., CBS.
■ As Season 6 of “Call the Midwife” begins,
it’s 1962, and the times are changing. In Poplar,
when the austere Sister Ursula is appointed the
new head of Nonnatus House, Sister Julienne
finds herself demoted and working as an ordi-
nary staff member. 8 p.m., PBS.
■ Katie Holmes stars as Jackie Kennedy Onas-
sis and Matthew Perry plays Ted Kennedy in
the new four-hour miniseries “The Kennedys:
After Camelot.” It starts with the 1968 assassi-
nation of Robert Kennedy and follows the fam-
ous clan through the rest of the 20th Century. 9
p.m., Reelz.

MONDAY
After a series of big upsets, dramatic plays

and gasp-inducing buzzer beaters, the madness
comes down to this: Two survivors square off in
Glendale, Ariz., for the NCAA Men’s Basketball
Tournament championship. 9 p.m., CBS. 

TUESDAY
As “iZombie” returns for a new season,

poor Liv has discovered that a private military
contractor is putting together a zombie army in
Seattle. Could a war between humans and the
undead be far behind? 8 p.m., The CW.

WEDNESDAY
■ Hank Azaria returns to prime time in “Brock-
mire.” He plays a once-famous sportscaster
who, after a humiliating on-air meltdown, is
calling plays for a floundering minor league
team in a podunk town. Amanda Peet also stars.
10 p.m., IFC.
■ As “Archer” returns for a new season, our
hard-boiled — and oh so vain — private eye
tries to find out who killed his partner. But he
accidentally gets in bed with Mother, a notori-
ous L.A. crime boss. 10 p.m., FXX.

THURSDAY
School is back in session for the odd-couple

duo of Gene and Billie as they return for Season
2 of “Idiotsitter.” While Gene adjusts to the
rigors of college, Billie pursues her dream of
becoming a professor. 10 p.m., Comedy Central.

FRIDAY
Love could be in the air as “First Dates”

debuts. It’s a voyeuristic reality series that
peeks into the fun and awkward moments that
happen during an assortment of real first dates
throughout one night at a Chicago restaurant. 8
p.m., NBC.

SATURDAY
Pierce Brosnan stars in the new 10-episode

Western drama series “The Son.” He plays Eli
McCullough, a ruthless Texas rancher leading
his family empire through difficult times in
1915. 9 p.m., AMC and Sundance TV.

— Chuck Barney, East Bay Times 

The Tube
Shows you just can’t

miss this week

MATT SAYLES/INVISION/AP

Luke Bryan, left, and Dierks Bentley to team up. 

“Prison Break,” the Fox drama that pre-
miered in 2005, was a rollicking good action
show until it wasn’t. Four seasons is a long
time to sustain a great escape, even with the
tattooed splendor of Michael Scofield (Went-
worth Miller) and the simmering rage of Lin-
coln Burrows (Dominic Purcell), the two broth-
ers who drew a jailhouse doctor, Sara (Sarah
Wayne Callies), and a motley crew of inmates
into their scheme.
Eight years have passed since the show went

away. Miller and Purcell went on to roles in the
CW’s “Legends of Tomorrow.” Callies has
fought zombies on AMC’s “Walking Dead”
and currently is battling space aliens on USA’s
“Colony.” But in today’s accelerated nostalgia
climate, “Prison Break” is coming back for a
nine-episode event series starting at 9 p.m.
Tuesday. How can we miss it if it won’t go
away for less than a decade? That’s the gamble
Fox is taking with this reboot.
First things first. How does everyone look

these days? Well, Michael is pretty much the
same. So is Sara. Lincoln seems balder and
huskier. And that inimitable troublemaker
T-Bag (Robert Knepper) remains beef-jerky

lean and as sly as ever. It’s T-Bag who sets the
story in motion by contacting Lincoln after
receiving a very blurry photo that indicates
Michael, who had a supposedly fatal illness, is
still alive.
Don’t remember any of the backstory? No

problem. The first episode offers catch-up
lessons on the essentials and draws in two
more fan favorites, Sucre (Amaury Nolasco)
and desperate family man C-Note (Rockmond
Dunbar). Spoiler alert: There’s a Middle Eastern
thread to the story line revealed in the first
episode that adds a contemporary spin (or is a
throwback to the first seasons of “24,” it’s too
soon to tell).
The revived “Prison Break” has everything:

Isis mentions! Robotic body parts! A husband
for Sara (Mark Feuerstein of USA’s “Royal
Pains”!) And there are questions galore. Is
Michael really alive? Can Lincoln ever drop
that smoldering glare? With the action going
from 0 to 80 m.p.h. about 10 minutes into the
premiere, this “Prison Break” wants to recap-
ture its old urgency — and some of its old fans
will likely stick around for the ride.

‘Prison Break’ is back, but will it rock the jailhouse?

FOX

Amaury Nolasco, left, Robert Kepper, Wentworth
Miller, Dominic Purcell, Sarah Wayne Callies and
Rockmond Dunbar reunite for Fox’s event series
‘Prison Break’ premiering April 4.

One of the many great cultural events on De-
troit’s busy calendar is the annual Italian Film Festi-
val USA, which brings free screenings of contempo-
rary Italian movies to a dozen cities across the coun-
try. The Motor City is celebrating its 10th year as
part of the cinematic binge. And last year, it was the
leader in attendance. More than 3,500 people went
the 2016 screenings, putting Detroit ahead of all
the other participating cities.
Three things to remember: 1. All 11 of the films

scheduled are subtitled, so there’s no need to worry
about a language barrier; 2. Everyone is welcome,

even if your only connection to Italy is limited to a
love of pasta; and 3. It’s a great chance to experi-
ence the universal nature of cinema, which brings
people together through common themes and
aspirations.
The festival kicks off this year at 7 p.m. Wednes-

day at the Detroit Film Theatre at the Detroit In-
stitute of Arts with “Like Crazy” (“La Pazza Gioia”),
which follows the vibrant, bittersweet friendship
between two patients in a mental hospital for
women. The irrepressible Beatrice has George
Clooney’s number in her smartphone and an inabil-

ity to stay out of other people's business, while the
haunted Donatella can’t shake her traumatic past.
Their unlikely bond leads to a road trip of redemp-
tion that plays out like “Thelma and Louise” crossed
with a compassionate “One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s
Nest.”
The fun runs through April 30 and features 13

screenings of 11 films and a new short film program.
Plus, there will be guest appearances by directors.
You can see a full schedule of screenings at the
Italian Film Festival of Metro Detroit website. Truly,
it’s molto bene.

Italian Film Festival USA offers a free lineup of movies

COURTESY OF STRAND RELEASING

A scene from “Like Crazy,” the opening night film of the Italian Film Festival USA for Metro Detroit in 2017. The fun runs through April 30. 

JULIE HINDS

Newspeak. Doublethink. War is peace. Room
101. “How many fingers, Winston?” George
Orwell’s dystopian classic “1984” collided with
the zeitgeist in January when Trump staffer
Kellyanne Conway used the term “alternative
facts” on “Meet The Press.” The phrase was
too close for comfort to those who have read
the British author’s fictional account of an
authoritarian society where Big Brother aims
to control what you say is the truth — and
what you actually think it is, too.
The Trump administration’s tenuous rela-

tionship with a fact-based world has continued
to drive interest in “1984,” which shot up the
best-seller list after Conway’s remarks. On
Tuesday, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt is releas-
ing a new hardcover version of the novel. That
same day, more than 180 indie theaters in 43
states will screen the movie version of “1984”
starring John Hurt.
Cinema Detroit will participate in the event,

which is being held to oppose Trump’s pro-

posed axing of federal funding for the Nation-
al Endowment of the Arts and to support
values like free speech and respect for every
person. While its Tuesday screening is sold out,
the popular Midtown theater has added one
at 7:30 p.m Wednesday to give more movie-
goers a chance to see the big-screen adapta-
tion.
The film stars the magnificent Hurt, who

died in January, as Winston, the Ministry of
Truth employee who secretly rebels against his
job of rewriting history, and Suzanna Hamilton
as Julia, his secret lover. In one of his final
screen roles, Richard Burton brings his weary
gravitas to the role of O’Brien, who deeply
impacts Winston’s fight to avoid the group-
think dictated by the party. Both the Tuesday
and Wednesday screenings will have a video
introduction and an afterward from director
Michael Radford. And remember, when some-
one holds up four fingers, there is no alterna-
tive fact that makes it five.

‘1984’ returns to theaters with a
special message for today’s politics

Pop Week


