
� Chicago fest
to feature top
Italian films

Several cinematic standouts will
enjoy their local premieres at Casa Italia
in Stone Park at the 2014 Italian Film
Festival USA of Chicago.

Entering its sixth year at the Casa,
the festival will boast a larger screen, ex-
panded seating and improved sound,
with films being projected — “alla Cin-
ema Paradiso” — against the wall of the
Ballroom in the Casa’s Community Cen-
ter.

Scheduled at 7:30 p.m. on four Tues-
days in April, the series will feature the
following films: “Bianca come il latte,
rossa come il sangue” (White as Milk,
Red as Blood), April 8; “Il rosso e il blu”
(The Red and the Blue), April 15; “Gli
equilibristi” (Balancing Act), April 22;
and “Viva l’Italia,” April 29. (For details,
turn to page 34.)

Films will be shown in Italian with
English subtitles. Pizza and light refresh-
ments will be served at 6:30 p.m., with
screenings beginning promptly at 7:30
p.m. Fra Noi Editor Paul Basile will in-
troduce each film and lead a lively dis-
cussion afterward.

Admission is free, but reservations
are strongly recommended. Sponsorships
of $50 and $100 are available to help de-
fray costs of the local festival. To register
or to become a local sponsor, visit
www.casaitaliachicago.org or call 708-
345-5933.

For information about festivals in
Milwaukee, St. Louis, Detroit and other
cities, visit www.italianfilmfests.org.
Major sponsorship is provided by the
Italian Cultural Institute of Chicago.

� Loyola chair
campaign making

great strides

The campaign to create an endowed
professorship of Italian American studies
at Loyola University Chicago is off to a
flying start. Only a year after its launch,
the campaign has already raised
$350,000 toward a fundraising target of
$500,000.

Loyola President and CEO Fr.
Michael Garanzini has offered an incen-
tive match if the community can raise
$500,000. This will create a $1 million
endowment, ensuring that there will al-
ways be a professor at Loyola dedicated
to teaching, researching, publishing and
conducting community outreach focused
on the culture of Italians in America. 

An anonymous couple donated
$100,000 last
year, and
signed a
pledge for an
equal dona-
tion in 2014.
Another
anonymous
donor has

pledged $10,000. The Columbian Club of
Chicago has committed to $50,000, An-
thony Fornelli has pledged $25,000, and
the Marchegiana Society and Amaseno
Society of Chicago Heights have pledged
$5,000 each. Hundreds of smaller dona-
tions make up the remainder of the
$350,000.

To contribute, mail a check made out
to Loyola University Chicago, Memo:
Italian American Studies, to Stephanie
Tomakowski, Annual Giving, Loyola
University Chicago, 820 N. Michigan
Ave., Ste. 1612, Chicago, IL 60611, or call
312-915-7361.
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Mola Foundation
to honor

Senatore Turano

The Mola Foundation of Chicago will
present Senatore Renato Turano with its
Arcangelo Award at a gala dinner on
April 26 at Alta Villa Banquets in Addi-
son (630-595-2207).

The president of the Turano Baking
Co., one of the largest manufacturers of
artisan breads in North America, Turano
was elected to the Italian Senate this
spring, having previously occupied the
post from 2006 to 2008. 

Turano has been actively involved in
the Chicago-area Italian-American com-
munity for decades. He presided over the
Columbian Club of Chicago, the Calabresi
in America Organization, the Italian
American Chamber of Commerce-Mid-
west and Casa Italia; and he earned
awards from the Joint Civic Committee of
Italian Americans, the Justinian Society
of Lawyers, the Italian Cultural Center,
the Order Sons of Italy in America, and
the Italian American Civic Organization
of Berwyn. 

He has held leadership positions at
the national and international levels as
well, serving on the Assocamerestero, an
association of 76 Italian chambers of
commerce around the world, and serving
as consultore to the region of Calabria,
representing the interests of Calabresi in
North America at annual conferences in
Italy.

For details, turn to pages 74 and 75.

Check presentation by the Columbian
Club at the Italian Cultural Center dinner
dance. Photos by Teresa J. Potasiak
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